
BYLAWS of ASHEVILLE BOTANICAL GARDEI{, INC.

Amended and Restated [Datel

ARrICLE 1
I{AME OT ORGAITI'ZATIOI|

The name of this organization is "Asheville Botanical Garden, Inc."
("ABG" or oOrgan izatiorfl.

ARTICLE 2
PRII{CIPAL Ctr.T'ICE

The principal office of ABG shall be located at 151 W. T. Weaver Boulevard,
Asheville, North Carolina, or such place in the State of North Carolina as the
Board of Directors shall desi.gnate from to time.

ARTICLE 3
PURPOSES Ot. ORGANIZATION

The mission of ABG is to promote and showcase the value and diversity of plants
native to the Southern Appalachian region by serving as an educational resource
and urban destination for nature study and enjoyment. In carrying out its
mission, ABG will engage exciusively in charitable and educational activities
within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended from time to time, and the corresponding provisions of any future
United States Interna-l Revenue law ("the Code") and that are permitted under
the North Carolina Nonprofit Corporation Act (the "Act"). Such activities shall
include, but not be limited to:

A. Promoting public awareness and appreciation of the horticultural diversity
and value provided by ABG;

B. Maintaining and improving the health and diversity of ABG's gardens;

C. Maintaining and improving the ABG's facilities and grounds;

D. Sponsoring education and training activities for ABG members and the
public and co-sponsoring such activities in partnership with other non-profit
and educational organizations; and



E. Raising funds in support of ABG's development, programs, and
maintenance.

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Bylaws, ABG shall not conduct or
car-ry on any activities not permitted to be conducted or carried on by (i) an entity
exempt from federal income taxation under Section 5O1(c)(3) of the Code, or (ii)
by an entity contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the
Code.

ARTICLE 4
RESTRICTIONS

ABG shall be subject to such restrictions as are imposed by the Articles of
Incorporation, the Code and the Act, as amended from time to time.

ARTICLE 5
MEMBERSHIP

A. Classes and Qualifications. The Board of Directors shall determine and
set forth in separate documents the qualifications, dues, terms, and other
conditions of each class of member. Members are encouraged to contribute
services as volunteers to carry out the mission of ABG. There shall be the
following classes of members:

1. Individual: Individual members shall consist of those individuals who
support the mission of ABG, pay dues, and who meet any additional
requirements for individual membership as may be imposed by the Board of
Directors from time to time.

2. Associate: Associate members shall consist of any corporation or
nonprolit association that supports the mission of ABG, makes financial or in-
kind contributions and meets any additional requirements for associate
membership as may be imposed by the Board of Directors from time to time.

3. Honorary Members: The Board of Directors may designate individuals
or other entities who do not qualify under the foregoing categories as honorar5r
members, using such criteria as the Board may develop.



B. Meetings

1. Anausl meeting. An annual meeting of the members shall be held once
each calendar year for tJle purpose of electing directors and for the transaction
of such other business as may properly come befor-e the meeting. The annual
meeting shall be held on such date, time, and at either tlre principal oIlice of
ABG or such other place as the Board shall determine.

2. Speciel neeting. Special meetings of the members may be requested
by the President, tJre Board, or twenQr-Iive percent {25%l of the voting members.
Notice to all members shall be provided as provided in Paragraph (B)3 of this
Article 5.

3. lltotice. Notice of all member meetings of ABG, shall be provided to all
members by any reasonable means as determined by the Board and authonzed
under the laws of North Carolina, including, but not limited to, delivery via U.S.
Mail, electronic communication, publication in an ABG newsletter regularly sent
to members, or posting on athevillebotanicalgarden.com. The Notice shall be
provided not less than ten {1O} days prior to the meeting and shall state the
place, date, and hour of the meeting, and if for a special meeting, the purpose of
the meeting.

4. Voting Rfghts and Quorum. Only individuat members in good standing
shall have the right to vote at a meeting of the members noticed as provided in
the foregoing Paragraph (3), as well as to vote on such other issues as the Board
may choose to bring before the members at any meeting. Each voting member in
good *tanding shall have one vote at any meeting of the members. Other classes
of members may attend meetings, but may not vote. A quorum shall consist of
30 (thirty) of the total voting members present in person or by batlot. Any matter
requiring a vote of the general membership of ABG will be approved by majority
vote of the members eligible to vote and present at such meeting in person or hy
ballot.

ARTICLE 6
SOART' OF DINSCTORS

A. Povers. The Board of Directors ("Board') will function as a board of
directors for ABG.

B. IYumber. The Board shall have the power to fix and change tJ:e number of
members of the Board, provided, that the Board shall consist of no less than
nine (9) and no more than fifteen (15) voting members" Unless otherwise



specified, all references to members of the Board in these Bylaws shall refer to
voting members.

C. Qualificatlon. All individual ABG members in good standing are eligible
for election to the Board.

D. Electioa. To ensure continuity, approximately one-third (1/3) of the total
number of Board members shall be elected b5r vote of the ABG members at the
annual meeting each year. The Secretary shall provide Notice of the election to
all ABG members eligible to vote. The notice shall include the slate of candidates
and the date and fime specified for tJre receipt of all ballots. The vote may be
made by paper or electronic ballot provided to all members eligible to vote. The
candidates receiving the highest number of votes cast urill be elected. The
Secretary shall compile and tabulate all ballots submitted within the specified
voting period and announce the results to the membership.

E. Term. Each elected member of the Board. shall hold offrce for a term of
three (3) years, or until a succe$sor has been elected, unless otherurise specilied
by resolution of tJle Board or these Bylaws. Elect€d Board members may seek
re-election and serve no more than three (3) consecutive terms. Upon the
expiration of a one-year hiatus following the conclusion of a Board member's
third consecutive term, a prior Board member may seek re-election to the Board.
This provision corrcerning limited consecutive terms shall apply to Board
members elected on or after the date of the adoption of these Bylaws.

F. Re*tgratioa. Any Director m3y resign at any time by Sving written notice
to the President. T?re resignation shall take effect at the time specified in the
notice, and unless otherwise specified in such notice, acceptance of the
resignation shall not be necessarJr to make it effective.

G. Removal. Any Director may be removed at any time, with or without
cause, by majority vote of the other members of the Board at a meeting called for
that purpose.

H. Vacalcles. In the event of a vacancy, the Board may appoint an eligible
member lill the unexpired portion of the term, or the position may remain vacant
until the next annual election, provided, that the total members of the Board
shall not be less than nine {9).

I. Regular Meetings. Meetings of the Board shall be held at either the
principal office of ABG, or at such other place within or without the State of
North Carolina as from time to time may be designated by the Board. The Board



shall convene for not less than four (4) meetings in each calendar year for the
purpose of conducting the business of ABG.

J. Special Meotinge. Special meetings of the Board may be called at the
direction of the Chair or by a majority of the voting Directors then in office, to be
held at such day, time, and place as shall be designated in the notice of the
meeting.

K. I{otice. Written notice of any meeting of the Board shall be provided to
all Board members by any reasonable means, including electronic. Notice shall
be delivered not less than seven (7) calendar days prior to any meeting.

L. Quonrm. Unless a greater number is required by the Act, the Articles of
Incorporation, or these Bylaws, a majority of the directors then in office will
constitute a quorum for the purpose of eonducting business. The directors
present at a meeting where a quorum was achieved may continue to transact
business until adjournment, even if the withdrawal of some directors results in
representation of less than a quorum. Any reference in this Article to a majority
vote requirement means a majority vote of the Bsard members in attendance (in
person or by pro)ry) at a meeting at which a quorum is present.

M. Participatton by telephone or olcstronlc means. Directors may
participate in any meeting by means of telephone or any other means of
communication $rwhich all persons participating may simultaneously hear one
another during the meeting. A director participating in a meeting by such means
shall be deerned to be present in person at the meeting.

N. Opea meeting polic5r. All regular meetings of the Board are open to all
ABG members described in Article 5 of these Bylaws.

O. Action rithout aceting. Any action required to be taken, or which may
be taken, at a meeting may be taken without a meeting and without prior notice
if a majority of all Directors consent in writing to any action taken or to be taken
byABG. In such event, the action shall be valid as ttrough it had been authorized
at a meeting of the Board. Such written consent(s) shall be filed with the minutes
of ABG.

P. kocedures. A vote of a mafority of Directors present at a properly noticed
meeting at which a quorum was achieved shall be the act of the Board of
Directors, unless the vote of a greater number is required by law or tfrese bylaws
for a particular resolution. A Director urho is present at a meeting of the Board
at which action on any matter is taken shall be presumed to have assented to



the action taken unless their dissent shall be entered in the minutes of t]:e
meeting. The Board shall keep written minutes of its proceedings in its
permanent records.

Q. Reimbusenent. Directors shall seffe without compensation fnr their
services, but may be reimbursed for reasonable exllenses actually incurred in
connection with their duties.

ARTICLE 7
OTFICERS

A. Officers. The officers of the Corporation shall consist of a President, a Vice
Fresident, a Secretar5r, and a Treasurer. ABG shall have such other assistant
of{icers as the Board of Directors may deern nece$sary, and such officers shall
have the authorigr prescribed by the Board. One person may hold more than one
offrce, other than the offices of Presiderrt and Secretar5r.

B. Qualilication. All voting members of the Board are eligible for election as
President, Vice President, Secretar5r and Treasurer. The foregoing
notwithstanding, only a member who has served on the Board for a minimum of
one (1) year shall be eligible for election as President.

C. Election of Ollieerc. The officers of the Corporation shall be elected by
the voting members at the annual meeting of the members.

D. Term. All elected officers will serve for a term of one {1} year. The
foregoing notwithstanding, all olficers will continue to serve until a successor is
elected and assumes office. Officers may seek re-election or re-appointment for
unlimited consecutive terms during their tenure on the Board of Directors.

E. Re*ftaatiou Anyofficer may resign at any time by glvingwritten notice
to the Fresident, or, in the event of the President's resignation, to the next-
ranking officer. The resignation will take effect at the time specified in the notice,
and unless otlrerwise specified in such notice, acceptance of the resignation urill
not be necessary to make it effective.

F. Renonal. Any officer may be removed at any time, witJ: or without
cause, by majority vote of the Board.

G. Vacancies. Any vacancy in any oflice will be Iilled for the unexpired
portion of the term by the Board of Directors.
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H. Reiabursarent. Officers shall serve without compensation for their
selices, but may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses actually incurred in
corurection with their duties.

I. kestdcnt. The President shall be t]re chief executive oflicer and will
determine the agendas for and preside at all meetings of the Board, the Executive
Committee, and of the members of ABG. The President shall give active direction
and have control of the business a-ffairs of ABG. S/he may sign coatracts or other
instruments which the Board has authonrnd to be executed and, in general,
perform all duties incident to the office of President and such other duties as
may be assigned by the Board.

J. Vice President. The Vice President will serve as a member of the
Executive Committee; assist the Fresident in conducting the business of the
Board; act as the President in the President's absence; and perform all duties
incident to the office of Vice President and such other duties as may be assigned
by the Board and the President

K. Secretary. The Secretary rllrjll serve as a member of the Executive
Committee; keep the minutes of all meetings of the membership, Board and
Executive Committee; be the custodian of the records of ABG; shall see that all
notices are duly glven in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws and as
required by law; sha[ have the authority to certiff any records, or copies of
records, as the official records of ABG; and, shall perform all duties incident to
the office of Secgetary and such other duties incident to the office of Secretary
and such other duties as may be assigged by the Board and the President. In
the absence of the Fresident, Vice President and Treasurer, the Secretary shall
perform all duties of the President.

L. Treaeurner. The Treasurer will serve as a member of the Executive
Committee; prepare the annual budget and provide financial reports at meetings
of the Board, the Executive Committee and members of ABG; account for and
disburse funds in accordance with the priorities set by the Board and any
applicable operating guidelines; shall be the custodian of the funds and
securities belonging to ABG and keep such funds and securities in depositories
approved by the Board; disburse the current funds of ABG as directed by the
Board; invest all permanent funds as advised by the Board. In the absence of the
President and Vice Presid.ent, the Treasurer shall perform all the duties of the
President. The Treasurer may approve and disburse payment for non-budgeted
expenditures of not more than $5,000.00. The Treasurer may serve without
bond-
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M. Bondfng. If requested by the Board, any person eatrusted with the
handling of funds or valuable property of ABG shall furnish a fidelity bond
approved by the Board of Directors at ABG's expenses.

ARTICLE 8
COUffiITTEES

A. Creation of Conmittees. The Board and the Executive Committee may
establish such standing or special committees as are necessar5r or appropriate
to carrSr out the business of ABG- With the exception of Standing Committees
identified in this Article, a committee will terminate when its purpose has been
fulfilled.

B. Appointment of Comnittee Members. Standing and special
committee Chairs will be appointed by the President, to serve until their
successors are appointed. Committee$ will be comprised of members of ABG
selected by the Committee Chair.

C. Documeatatioa of Conmittee Activi,tlr. Committee Chairs shall insure.
that a written record of the committee's activities is made and reported at each
rneeting of the Board and provide a copy to the Secretary.

D. Special Committees. Special committees will undertake specific,
defined tasks. Such committees urill r.eceive a specific charge which outlines the
pu{pose of the committee and its term of service.

E. Standing Comrittces

!.. Education eommittee. The Education Committee shall plan, offer
and deliver educational programs to the public throughout the yem, subject to
the instruction of the Board.

2. Brscutive Committee: The Executive Committee shall be comprised
of the Officers of ABG and not such other members of the Board appointed by
the President. It shall frx its own rules of procedure and keep regular minutes of
the business transacted at its meetings. During the intervals between meetings
of the Board, the Executive Committee shall possess and may exercise aI1 the
powers of the Board except as may from time to time be otherwise provided by
resolution of tJle Board. The Executive Committee is responsible for supervision
of paid personnel employed by ABG, as well as volunteers who are responsible
for grft shop purchasing and event reservations for the Garden. The President
shall serye as Chair of the Executive Committee and shall preside at its meetings.



3. Facllittes Commlttee: The Facilities Committee, in cooperation with
the Garden emplcryees, shall bear responsibility for maintenance of ABG

structures. At the request of the Board, the Committee shall develop plans and
obtain estimates for repair and maintenance and nerr construction and
recommend plans to the Board for approval. The Committee shall assist the
Garden employees as requested in supervising andlor carrying out repair,
maintenance, and new construction of ABG flacilities.

4. Ftnaace Committee: The Finance Committee shall prepare ABG's

annual budget and periodic financial statements, rnanage the investments and
other financial affairs of ABG, periodically review BGA's financial records and
statements for both integrity and accuracy, and advise t}.e Board concerning
financial matters.

5, Ilorttculturo Committee: The Horticulture Committee shall advise

and assist the Garden Manager in matters pertaining to Berden design and
features, including selection, acquisition, cane, propagation, and placement of
plants in the ABG garden.

6. Itomirating Committee. Each calendar yetr, the Fresident shall
appoint three {3) members of the Board to serve as a Nominating Committee.
The Nominating Cornrnittee rarill recruit and recor,nsrend eligible members of ABG
for election to the Board and as Officers.

ARTICLE 9
II{DEUI$FICATIOIT OF DIREGfORS, OFFICERS, and AGEI{TS

Except as otherwise provided by law or Article 11 of these Bylaws, ABG may
indemnify any director or officer or any former director or officer, and may by
resolution of the Board indemnify any employee, against any and all expenses

and liabilities incurred in connection with any claim, action, suit, or proceeding

to which s/he is made a parry by reason of being a director, officer, or employee.

There shall be no indemnification, however, in relation to matters as to which
s/he shall be adjudged to be guilty of a criminal offense or liable to ABG for
damages arising out of hislher own gross negligence in the performance of a
duty to ABG.

Amounts paid in indemnilication of expenses and liabilities may include, but
shall not be limited to, counsel and other feesl costs and disbursements; and
judgments, fines, and penalties against, and amounts paid in settlement by,
such director, officer, or employee. ABG may advance expenses or, where
appropriate, Day itself undertake the defense of any director, officer, or
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employee. Such director, officer, or employee shall, however, repay such
expenses if it should be ultimately determined that slhe is not entitled to
indemnification under this Article.

AR'TICLE 10
FISCAL YEAR and BIIIEBI

The fiscal year of ABG shall be the calendar year. The annual budget for ABG
shall be prepared by the Treasurer for consideration by the Board based on input
from ABG committees and employees. The proposed budget, as approved by the
Executive Committee, will be presented for approval by the Board of Directors at
a duly noticed regularly scheduled meeting each year. The budget will be
approved by a majority vote of the members of tJle Board eligible to vote in
attendance (in person or by proxy) at such meeting at which a quorum is present.

ARTICLE 11
COIIFLICTS OI. IilTERETIT

As used in these Bylaws, the term *con{lict of interest' includes, wit}rout
limitation, the reasonable possibility that the matter involves an €urangement to
provide compensation or any financial or tangible benefit or paJ[nent, directly or
indirectly, ta a Director, an officer, or atay other "disqualified person" {including
a person or entity related to or controlled by the member of the Board, or
otherwise as delined in Section 4958 of the Internal Revenue Code and/or
Section 55A-8-31 of tJle North Carolina General Statutes). In tJle event there is
a question whether a conllict exists, the issue shall be determined by majority
vote of the Board (other than the aJfected member of the Board) present and
voting. A matter does not involve a "conflict of interesf merely because a member
of the Board serves on the board of another non-profit org nization that will be
grving a grant to, or receiving a grant from, ABG.

A. Compllance. No Board member or officer may engage in any excess

benefit transaction as defined in Section 4958 of the Code. The Board shall
comply with the provisions of Section 55A-8-31 of the North Carolina General
Statutes, as amended, regarding "conflicting interest" transactions. The Board
may adopt appropriate policies and procedures to implement this Article, and
such policies and procedures may only be amended by the same vote required
to amend these Bylaws.
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B. Discloaure. Any member of the Board, voting or otherwise, for whom
there may exist a conflict of interest shall disclose such possible conflict of
interest to the Board.

C. Recusal. No member of the Board shall discuss or vote on any matter
which would involve a conflict of interest. Any member of the Board for whom
there may exist a conflict of interest shall refrain from discussion or vote on any
such matter, and shall not be physically present in the room at the time any vote

is taken thereon.

D. Applicability. The provisions of this Article shall apply to voting ald
nonvoting members of the Board.

ARTICLE 12
AMENDMETTT TO BYLAWS

These Bylaws may contain any provision for the regulation and management of
the affairs of ABG not inconsistent with ABG's status as a nonstock nonprofit
corporation and its Articles of Incorporation. Any amendment to these Bylaws
may be proposed to the Board by any member of ABG eligible to vote. Any
proposed amendment will be presented for approval by affirmative vote of two-
thirds (2/3l'of the Directors at any regular or special meeting.

AX$ICLE 1&

DISTRIBUTIOIS lilD ACTTVITIES

No part of the assets of ABG and no part of any net earnings of ABG shall be

divided among or inure to the benefit of any member, oflicer, or Director of ABG
or any private individual or be appropriated for any puqposes other than the
purpose$ of ABG as herein set forth. No substantial part of the a activities of
ABG shall be the carrytng on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation, and ABG shall not participate in, or intersene in {including the
publishing or distribution of statements), any political campa.ign on behalf of any
candidate for public office or engage in any other activities not permitted to be

carried on by (a) an entit5r exempt frorn federal income taxation under Section
5O1{c}(3} of the Code, or {b} an entity contributions to which are deductible under
Section 170(c){2} of tl.e Code. ABG shall not indemni& any individual with
respect to any excise tax imposed on such individual under Chapter 42 of the
Code.
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ARTICLE 14
DISSOLUTION

Upon dissolution of ABG, any assets tJ:at remain after the payment of any and
all debts and claims against ABG and expenses of ttre dissolution shall be

transferred or conveyed to one or more eharitable, scientific or educational
organizations with similar goals and purposes organiz,ed and operated
exclusively for educational and charitable pu{poses and shall, at ttre time of the
transfer, qualifi. as arl exempt organization(s) under Section 5O1(c)(3) of the
Code, or shall be distributed to the federal goverrunent or to a state or local
government for a public purpose, in such proportions and for such exclusively
charitable purposes as the Board of ABG may determine. Any such assets not
disposed of shall be disposed of by any court of competent jurisdiction in which
the principal office of ABG is then located, exclusively for srrch purposes or to
such organization or organizations as said court shall determine.

ARTICLE 15
MISCELLITNBOUS

A. Discrimination. ABG is committed to the elimination of discrimi.nation
on the basis race, color, creed, national origin, religion, political beliefs, family
and marital status, sex, &S€, veteran status, sexual orientation, genetic

information, or disability and will not knowingly or intentionaliy discriminate
against any member or person.

B. Meeting Protocot. ABG endeavors to conduct all meetings with respect;

to listen to and value varied opinions, to honor confidentiality and to work
constructiveiy to reach consensus.

*As approved by Board of Directors 4 / 15 /2024


